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Play the Game or Watch it Smartly 
By Patti Jones 

(Taken from National Bellas Hess Spring/Summer 1931) 
 

While looking up something new in fashions for my article, I cam across the following interesting 
fashion items: 
(A) Cotton linen overalls were the vogue at the beach.  You could wear them over your bathing suit, 

but it was noted that wise housewives and artists were beginning to discover their versatility and 
found them more convenient than smocks.  

(B) Riding breeches were made of either khaki cotton twill, tan or grey cotton whipcord (like the 
Model A Bedford cord upholstery) or tan corduroy.  This polo shirt could be purchased either in 
tan, white, or blue broadcloth.  Note that women’s breeches buttoned on each side of the hips, 
versus a man’s at the crotch. 

(C) This cotton velveteen jacket can be worn to any sports event with a dress or skirt.  It is double 
breasted and has a notched collar, two patch pockets, and a flower on the lapel. 

(D) Four styles of all wool worsted swim suits; the one on the left is a California style plain suit.  
The middle suit is a two-piece model with a white belt, and the right one is a one-piece with 
appliqués.  The suit above was offered at public pools, and was considered for both men and 
women. 

(E) These sailor pants were almost identical to the overalls except for the bib.  They were the rage 
for this summer’s costume.  They’re great for any sport, and made from cotton twill.  Note the 
fitted yoke and wide legs for easy comfort. 

(F) Sports knickers are still the rage for hiking or country wear.  They could be purchased in grey 
cotton tweed, grey or tan wool/cotton tweed, grey or tan all-wool tweed, black or brown check 
linen, or white and tan plain linen.  Note the side buttons for women’s knickers. 

 

                   


