Housedresses, Aprons, and “Morning” Wear for the Era Homemaker
By Maxine Dust Past EFC Chairperson 2007-2008

During the Model A Era, women were primarily homemakers unless they had not married or had other
responsibilities. To dress for their “at home” tasks, they wore what was called at that time, “morning
wear” or “at home” wear. Aprons were necessary to protect their clothes while doing their chores.

The illustrations accompanying this article are examples of housedresses, aprons, and morning wear
worn for this purpose.
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“Needlecraft Magazine” October 1928 shows [lustrations from “Pictorial Review Quarterly”
examples of using embroidery to enhance an Spring 1928 describes new Spring fabrics for
apron. “home frocks.”
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“Style Sources” May 6, 1929, a trade magazine “Women’s World” December, 1929 showed
for businesses specializing in the clothing patterns that the home seamstress could use.
industry describes “Wash Frocks.” “Women’s World” September 1929 offers
“Chic” for Morning Hours.
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Pictorial Review Quarterly” Fall 1930 discusses
“New Apron Frocks.”

NEW APRON
FROCKS

“Modern Priscilla” February 1930 suggests
adding bias trim to make aprons more attractive.
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“Style Sources” October 19, 1931 while “Women’s World” October 1931 shows a
advertising housedresses also shows what variety of aprons and morning wear garments.
chores the homemaker might be doing.

1931

COTTONS—
The Bread and Butter Types
of the Wash Frock Section

Trimly Fitted for Your Busy Hours
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